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greater detail later, were all the more valuable because they
were conclusions forced upon a seeker of truth, and not
drawn up to support a pre-conceived political attitude,
however laudable.
In his preface to England and India, Romesh Dutt
stated his views in a nut-shell, as the following extracts
would show :
"It is not gratifying to know that a country possessing
a rich and fertile soil, and a frugal and industrious popu-
lation, is still subject to recurring famines after a century
and a half of British rule. It is not pleasant to learn that,
after an uninterrupted peace of forty years, the people of
India show no signs of increasing prosperity and greater
security from distress. And it is sad to contemplate that,
in spite of a civilised administration, of construction of rail-
ways and canals, of the vast extension of cultivation, and
of the prosperity of foreign trade, India is still periodically
desolated by calamities such as are unknown in Europe."
A little later, he analysed the reasons for this state ol
affairs as follows :
"And if an impartial inquiry be made into these matters,
as it must sooner or later, it will be found that the present
administration of India, honest and able as it undoubtedly
is, has drifted into some serious blunders. And the worst
of these blunders is its inordinate expenditure, which is im-
poverishing the people, and making them defenceless against
droughts and famines. It will be found that continuous
increase of the State demand from the produce of the
soil, which is virtually the only means of subsistence for
the mass of the people in India, is making them incapable
of saving in good years, and resourceless in bad years. It
Will be found that the imperial policy of England in the
East, to secure a 'scientific frontier' and to maintain an
adequate army against Russia at the cost of India, is ex-

